THE BEBAKING tip OF A CAMP                        13*?
The starting place was fixed at a large temple built of reeds,
not far from the city and close to the river Sarasvati. It displayed
a. lofty pillared gateway, an altar supporting a golden camp adorned
with sprays, chaplets of wild flowers and wreathes of white banners,
while therein strolled white-robed people and muttering Brahmanas.
The king stayed there for a time.
At the close of the third watch of the night, the marching drum
was sounded. Then, after a moment's pause, eight sharp strokes
were distinctly struck again on the drum, indicating the number of
the leagues in the day's march,
Baiia gives a glowing and detailed account of the breaking up of
Harsa's camp, " Straight away the drums rattled, the ndndis rang out
joyously, the trumpets brayed, the kcikalas hummed, the horns blared;
and the noise of the camp gradually increased. Officers occupied them-
selves in arousing the courtiers. The heavens were confounded by
a confused noise of drumsticks added to a rapid tapping of mallets.1
Commanders mustered crowds of barrack superintendents.2 Thousands
of torches lighted by the people made inroads upon the darkness of
the night with their glare. Loving pairs were roused from sleep
by the tramp of women of the watch (Ydmaceti)? Shrill words of
command from the marshals (Kataka) dispelled the slumbers of blink-
ing riders. Awakened elephant-herds vacated their sleeping stalls.
There was a shaking of manes from troops of horses risen from
sleep. The noisy camp resounded with mattocks uprooting ground
fastenings. Elephant hobbles rattled as their pins were extracted.
Bearing horses curved their hoofs at the clear low noise of chain-
keys brought towards them, A clanking sound of halter fetters
filled the ten regions to overflowing, as the foragers loosed the
Tutting elephants. Leathern bags, bursting with fullness, were
extended upon the dusty back of elephants, which had been rubbed
down by strokes from wisps of hay. Servants of house-builders
(Grhaciiitaka) rolled up awnings and cloth screens belonging to tents
and marquees. Leathern bags were filled to roundness with
bundles of pegs. Store-room stewards (Bhaitfffgarika) collected stores
of platters. Many elephant attendants (NahvahikaJi)4" were pressed
to convey the stores. The houses of the neighbourhood were
1  Cf. Twining, Travels in Mia, pp. 92,484, for a characteristic breaking of camp
in India.
2  Bana,cp, cit,t p. 204, text: BaladhikrtabadJiyamanapMpatipltah
8 Cf. yamakinyah, in Ch. iv, p. 137 1.5 (text).
4 Bana, op. cit., text, p. 204. The commentator Sankara observes: kariwm
grahananiyukto hastfyako methSkhyak*